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PLAN OF THIS HOME 


ON COVER PAGE 3 E.W.STILLWELL & CO. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


I would have our ordinary dwelling houses 
built to last, and built to be lovely; as rich 
and full of pleasantness as may be, within and 
without; with such differences as might suit and 
express each man’s character and occupation, 
and partly his history —RUSKIN. 
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The House Called Home 


ETHEL Brooks STILLWELL 


There stands a house upon a hill, But winds blow cold, stout muscles tire— 
Forefronting on the sea— When falls the evening gloam 

White sails, white wings, and gull cries shrill, How bright the lights, how warm the fire 
And salt winds wild and free. Within the House called Home! 

The gray green breakers, tipped with foam, 
Launch thunders on the beach, Perchance upon a city street 

But, far above, the House called Home Set in its measured space, 
No angry sea can reach. Close flanked by hedge rows, trim and neat, 

There shines a sacred place. 

Sweet barefoot children on the sands Green vined, rose twined, a very bower; 
Race with the racing waves, Clear lined as in a chrome— 

Shell salvage treasure in their hands Dear Memory to life’s latest hour, 
To hide in secret caves. The House we have called Home. 

But sand cave fills, sand castle falls, 
On night mist rides the gnome— Mayhap it stands in open lands 

How wide the doors, how stout the walls, Girt round by sunlit fields; 
How safe the House called Home! Where treasure gold for happy hands 

The matchless poppy yields, 

What boots, on snow-spread hills and vales, By limpid lake, by rushing stream, 
Keen winter’s bitter chill 2— Or hid in fruiting bloom— 

Sharp skates, smooth ice, fresh rabbit trails, Somewhere the heart’s most cherished dream, 
And ringing sleigh bells shrill. Somewhere a House called Home. 


So heart beats high and pulses thrill 
With salt winds wild and free. 

There stands a house upon a hill 
Whose windows face the sea. 


HOME PLANNING as a PERSONAL SERVICE 


HERE is romance in the planning of homes, and 
particularly by correspondence. It appeals to the 
imagination. “The more plans we make the better 
we do them. Our work is of absorbing interest, and of 
greatest value to the individual and society; and the field 
and the opportunity are unlimited. We have to progress. 


We are planning homes for little children to play and 
grow in. We are planning homes for easy housekeeping ; 
homes that make life a joy for mothers. We want the 
conditions of family life improved by our careful planning. 
Indirectly we help to promote happiness. Fathers may relax 
when the day is over, in attractive, comfortable homes with 
contented families. 


The older we grow the more we come to realize the great 
influence of attractive and well planned homes on character 
itself, and on one’s attitude toward life. Is your home one 
which can give your children a richness of association that 
will be prized above other riches in the years to come? 


We sell, not merely sheets of paper with blue and white 
lines. We are selling ideas, directions for building houses. 
In the nature of things, home planning must be a personal 
service. 

Through the medium of mails we yearly plan homes for cor- 


respondents in every one of these United States, and in every 
Canadian Province. We are familiar with the climatic require- 


ments of the Pacific Northwest, of cold Western Canada and our 
Northern States; of the Atlantic Coast; of the great South, where 
it is both moist and hot; of the Southwest, and of the great heart 
of the Middle States, which has a combination of all climates. 


The work of the average architect covers a general field—a 
business block here, a public building there, a church elsewhere. 
Residence work is occasional, and only large houses are really de- 
sired. Small work usually is not considered, unless as “filling in’ in 
dull times. You cannot get the best house planning service from 
the average architect’s ofhce, where concentration is on large and 
better paid work. For best results you must go to a residential 
specialist. 


We specialize—do nothing but plan homes, small as well as 
large. We do no building, nor at present any superintending. We 
are too busy drawing plans. We furnish architects’ plans, more 
comprehensive and practicable than most architects do, but we do 
not practice as regular architects. 


Our idea is to prepare our plans so thoroughly that any Owner 
can understand them and supervise his own work, saving the 2 or 
24%4% fee for that service. Contractors, with Stillwell plans, need 
no outside supervision, for everything intended is clearly shown. 
When plans are rightly made the Owner need not fear that the con- 
tractor will take any advantage. The average contractor is honest, 
and it is his best policy to secure satisfied and boosting customers, 
and the standing advertisement of fine homes. Most disputes arise 
through honest misunderstanding. 


Because we specialize, we can not only turn out better plans, but 
turn them out more rapidly. Therefore we can and do make them 
more cheaply than the average architect can. This applies to plans 
made to individual order, and especially to plans that are published 
and can be sold many times. 


Architectural Practise 


architects are experimenting with title legislation of a monopo- 

listic nature. Through their efforts some states have adopted 
certification or registration laws limiting the title of architect to 
those who pass the gauntlet of a board of architects. Though 
advanced ostensibly in the interest of the public, such laws are 
actually sought only by and for the benefit of the profession. 

Architects who meet the requirements of their boards do not in 
any state have any special rights or authority. They do not assume 
a single responsibility not common to all architects, certificated or 
uncertificated. 

It is obvious that regulation is not necessary for public health or 
safety. Cities large enough to have big buildings have inspection 
departments which pass upon all plans and inspect buildings under 
construction, including those planned and supervised by registered 
(certified) architects. Most states, including California, have 
excellent hotel, apartment, housing and industrial construction laws. 
Eventually all states will have building codes (California has), 
which is the only practicable way to “protect” the public. Any com- 
petently drawn plans (whether from a registered architect’s office 
or not) are acceptable for legal contracts. Plans which do not meet 
the requirements of the laws and the building departments are not 
approved, whether from certificated or uncertificated architects. 

The practise of architecture is so broad and so specialized, is so 
much a private business, so much an art, that it cannot be benefited 
by laws. The results obtained by title legislation are as negligible 
as might be expected from state regulation of musicians, artists, the 
trades or any private business. Legislatures, recognizing these facts, 
require the architects themselves to pay the administration costs of 
thei> boards. 

“The idea that we have in mind is that no organi- 
zation has an economic right to have the law stifle 
competition that it cannot meet through its own merits 
or effort.”—PRINTER’S INK. 

In all business, scientific and artistic ranks are many men of 
notable success who began as outsiders, who seldom get due credit 
because they do not conform to customary methods. 


iF line with the notion that laws can make men do better work, 


These men, who are getting good results in this field (which 
the profession as a whole can not or will not work at prices which 
the average owner feels able to pay) are real architects. heir 
work is supremely important, for it touches the everyday life of the 
people, and by degrees helps them to an appreciation of the value 
of architectural service for all kinds of construction. ‘They are 
demonstrating that an investment in good plans produces tangible 
results. These men have no real use for the highly technical train- 
ing required for massive construction, a training that seems to make 
modest residential work unattractive or unprofitable to many. 

This is especially true of architects of highest technical training 
who are equipped for and seek the profitable big work which 
requires those qualifications. At the other end are the amateur 
draftsmen and builder-planners. Between these extremes there are 
many honest, earnest, capable workers, graduates of the school of 
experience and observation, who have won honorable places in the 
difficult field of minor architecture. 

E. W. STILLWELL & CO. are uncertificated architects practic- 
ing in the field of minor architecture. All states permit citizens (no 
state abridges this right) to use Stillwell Plans, because, in corre- 
spondence work, our service is limited to a simple drafting and 
designing service. 

The more “professional” architects consider it “unethical” to 
advertise architectural service, and we are sometimes criticized for 
building our business on that basis. It appears, however, that the 
rapid artistic and material advances of this generation are largely 
due to the development of and supplying new needs by the use of 
the printed word. A national architectural service by correspond- 
ence can be conducted only in this way; the need is very great, and 
we believe our public is interested to know precisely what we have 
to offer. Therefore, we shall continue conducting the Stillwell Plan 
Service according to our own ideals. Our ethics are high standards, 
careful planning, good design, durable construction and honorable 


business relations. 
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No. C-55—This home in Sherman Gardens is properly named “Paradise.” ‘The 
woman who built it understood the necessity of having us make plans complete to the 
last detail. “This made personal supervision easy, without the aid of local architects, 
and the owner feels that, in this way, she has more truly realized her own ideal home. 


asin, EQ) UVING ROOM 
LIBRARY fa \ 23-8 x 16-4" 


The plans show a full-size basement and large third-story attic. Besides maids’ 


first-story parlor, there are two rooms and bath in the third story. PORCH 4 
—————— ss  —— si is 


FIRST STORY PLAN 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 


E. W. STILLWELL & Co., Los ANGELES, CAL. 


No. C-56—This Colonial, with its unusual cornice, expresses all 
The exterior is entirely of shingles. 


the hominess that any house can. 


The plan provides for rooms that are somewhat larger than 
average, being designed to meet the conditions of a warm climate. 
The conveniences of the first floor simplify the service problem. The 
second-story rooms all have corner exposures for best ventilation, and 
there is also a nice large sleeping porch. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-57 
Alternative Plans for Design No. C-56 


It is possible to replan almost any house several different 
ways without altering the exterior very much and sometimes, 
as in this case, not at all. 


These plans show a condensed arrangement for C-56. 
Two non-essential rooms are eliminated and the cost of 
building greatly reduced. The change does not affect the 
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For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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front except to cut off the side porch; the main roof is not 
changed, since it covers exactly the same size second story. 


The living room is of ample area. The breakfast room 
is reduced to a chummy morning room and is in a position 
where it can be used as a serving room and for many other 
purposes. 


For width and length dimensions of rooms and other 
information, including cost, send for plans for examination 
with privilege of return or purchase. See directions on 


Page 32-D. 
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No. C-58—The beauty of this clean-cut design speaks for itself. The 
well developed setting aids in bringing out its full possibilities. So much 


pure white needs the relief of nature’s green. 
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This plan has all the space and conveniences almost any family requires. nee 


There is a compactness and accessibility, also, that is often lacking in the larger 


size houses. 
i) 
ARST STORY 


ee 
For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-59—An exceptionally pleasing design. If the windows of a Colonial 
house are carefully proportioned and equipped with blinds, large sizes are com- 
mendable, as the greater amount of air and sunlight is the best physical and 
mental tonic. 

Three bathrooms are useful even in a comparatively small four-bedroom 
house. Some, however, might find it a greater advantage to use the front one 
as a dressing room. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-510—This is a fine gambrel roof Colonial, with massive entrance 
detail, wide siding, very wide windows and a large chimney. 


The sun room is one of the fine features, affording the privacy that is so 
often lacking, and providing a back entrance and exit. The second story has a 
remarkable amount of closet room. 


attic 


In addition there is an exceptionally roomy 
a space 12 feet wide clear through the center and 7 feet high at the low 


sides. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-511—First-story walls and trim of this small Colonial are 
solid white, the walls being stucco. The gable ends, like the roof, are 
shingled. 

The house itself is comparatively small, but it has several features, 
such as the covered driveway and sun room, that put it in the class of 
the more pretentious city homes. A rear hall provides unusually good 
connections with the kitchen, breakfast room, toilet and living room. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-512—Here is an unusual specimen of brick Colonial worked 
out in a width for a 60-foot lot. 
It is a rare home for entertaining on account of the large living 


room and large sun parlor. For what it contains it is a.cheap house to 
build and, temporarily, the sun porch might be left out of consideration. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-513—There is a dearth of Colonials for narrow lots. This 
is a very economical type, considering beauty and accommodations. 


The second story has two distinct divisions, each with its bath. 
Secondary stairs are a great convenience in such a house. There is a 
well-lighted, comfortable attic suitable for various purposes, such as 
radio, shop, billiards, play, storage, etc. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-214—Lower and upper walls of this gambrel-roofed Colonial 


5 é Zz are shingled. A distinction, however, is made by variations of color treat- 
f Zz _ ss Ss b] yi 
2) Se x ment, and the horizontal line dividing the upper story from the first story. 
z ; 5 : ‘ 
; : Rie Zz 4 a The rear stairway and separate maid’s quarters are excellent features. 
: one on iN 12 The house has a splendid full-size basement, and an attic accessible by stairs. 
= = 9512 +— 82 Sts = 3 
os ‘ 
Ss 4 eR SO A Ed Kew SE She be 
o= | 1 |_| =@ @| + _ 
ae For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 


Tue New Coronas Pat: _ os Page 15 


BED ROOM *1 
144118" 


/ 


ROOF 


CLOSETYCI 
6x3 


OSET 
6x3" 


4) 


LH 
BSNS op curse voors a 
Eats : 
GLASS DOOR) | 
LIVING ROOM a No. C-515—The first-story walls of this house are stucco, and the 
13%27° | Aaa Lt second-story shingles. The bracketed entrance roof is an unusual treatment 
PLACE Oe . 
Z-PORCH| | for a house of this type. 
2459 | ; 
The breakfast room, with an outside entrance, and easy access from the 
° Lass DOORS : 
\ ENTRANCE Tf halls, is one of the best features of the plan. In the second story, a room that 
HALL — ctass poors m . —~\ 
“ on may be called a dressing room, or sewing room, has two French doors (one 
= fixed) to light the hall. 


FIRST STORY PLAN For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-516 
Alternative Plans for Design No. C-517 


A popular style may be modified in many ways to suit 
individual requirements. In this case the change is a simple 
enlargement in both width and length. 

This makes all rooms larger. The sleeping porch is 
made accessible from the hall. The main stairs go straight 
up without a turn. With the addition of a second bath 
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room the growing custom of providing one bath for each 
two bedrooms is observed. 

We are showing in this book a few houses with two 
sets of plans to emphasize that one may have any kind of an 
arrangement desired 

If you want any house enlarged, it may be done in a 
manner similar to this. If you want a plan cut down, there 
is a way to do it. If you like a plan as it is and desire 
another style of exterior, it is always possible to develop 
something different. See notes regarding special work on 


page O4. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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oases No. C-517—First-story walls and gable ends are white stucco on metal 
lathing. There is a full-size basement with outside and inside stairs. 


TO BASEMT 


By eliminating the front entrance closets, the second-story stairway may be 
brought forward to allow a landing without turn in the second story. Then, 
by enlarging the sleeping porch at the expense of the Owner’s room, entrance to 
the sleeping porch could be arranged from the hall. 
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No. C-518—Well designed stucco coated houses with gables correctly L j 
. ‘ : : : HNC Tor 
placed and proportioned, invariably attract attention. “There is no doubt that ne BAe ROOM it 
5 ° ‘. ‘ és 5 S6x18 i 
their popularity will be as enduring as that of the Colonial houses of wood. Z ay 
cee : ; i Y ’ / {ENTRANCE e\ 
This plan is quite different from the conventional arrangement, but it peel Ae ae 
9 5 . : DINING, KOOM 
provides the same accommodations. “The grade line of the rear is lower than ee 
in front, permitting basement windows above grade. 
FIRST STORY PLAN | 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. Z 
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BED ROOM No. 3 
14-6" x 11-3" 


KITCHEN 
14-6 x 11-8" 


No. C-519—The recessed entrance and recessed dormers make this a 
distinctive home. ‘The walls are 8-inch siding. “The enclosed sun room is 
not only a comfortable living porch, but is a pleasing feature of the design 


LIVING ROOM 
14-6"x 27/0" 


ASIEN SCREENS. 


DINING ROOM 
14-6" 1550" fF as well. 


ASE = = The very simple arrangement will appeal to the woman who wishes 
to overcome the help question by doing most of her own work. 


HALL 
“4° x 14:0 


GLASS BOOKS, 


ela SS 
FIRST cea For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-520—When the exterior lines of a house are so run as to 
break up and vary the wall surfaces, how much more interesting it is than 
the square shapes of many 8-room houses! Grant that the cost is slightly 
more, it is worth a bit more to own a house good to look at, as well as 


comfortable to live in. 


If it should be desirable (as in 
a country home), the dining room may be enlarged to include the breakfast 


This house has an unusually good plan. 


room and closets. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-521—The exterior of this modified Dutch type of Colonial is 
covered with split shakes laid like shingles. ‘These are oiled and weathered. 


CHINA 


It is a comparatively inexpensive design, with an economical plan. 


4 Be 
AR LIVING ROOM 
There is a full-size basement. The attic is too low for anything but wl DINING ROOM 
¢ AN ziey RULES 

storage purposes. ; yan / ENTRANCE \ cus 

The breakfast room is well planned, with access from the living porch CE 
and opening into the living room and main hall. : EL 44! 

PORCH 

For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-522 


Alternative Plan for Design No. C-523 


One of the most popular homes in our collection is the 
one on the opposite page, but the number who care to build 
on a plan of that size is limited. This new plan puts the 


house within the realm of possibility for more people. 
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It has every essential feature of our original plan except 
a living porch—and that can easily be added at the side or 
rear in a manner illustrated in various other of our designs. 


For width and length dimensions of rooms and other 
information, including cost, send for plans for examination 


with privilege of return or purchase. See directions on 


page 32-D. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-523—The form of this house is conducive to inexpensive 
building. In the plan built-in effects are limited to the service. The en- 


closed stairway spells economy. 


There is a growing demand for separate Owner’s baths, as provided 
in this plan. “The front one, however, could be featured as a dressing room. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 


No. C-524—The modified Colonial style has the virtue of making an 
average size house appear larger when the frontage permits the right arrange- 
ment. 

The sun porch of the house is enclosed with glass. The stair landing is 
one step above the entrance hall and other floors. ‘This, with the eliptical 
plaster arch and with light from above, makes an unusually attractive 
stairway. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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FIRST STORY PLAN 


No. C-525—This picture shows how interestingly a house that is simple 
in outline may be treated. The effect is obtained by means of the steep roof 
pitch, blinds and lattice. 

Compactness is the keynote of the plan; comparatively small rooms are 
designed to make good wall and floor spaces available. A certain effect of 
spaciousness is obtained in the liberal size of windows and glass doors. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-526—This is not such a large house as the design makes it appear. 
The wide porch and wide windows aid in securing that effect. 


It has the prevailing arrangement for the house of this type, but has 
several uncommon features. Among these are a dining room fireplace, a very 
small breakfast room, private bath for the maid and a rear stairway. “The 


dressing room is an exceptionally large one. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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FIRST STORY PLAN 


No. C-527—This is a wide effect home with porte cochere, for a standard 50-foot 
lot. It is standard frame construction with an asphalt shingle roof. 


In reality the house is an inexpensive type to build. It is not large in plan, yet has 
a number of features that make it unusually livable 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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MED. CASE. 


CLOS J CLOS 
1 6x4 6x4 


BED ROOM’2 
\2'x13-4° 


PORREFR: 


BKFST ROOM ENO 


12x 9° 
DINING ROOM 
1414-6 Witeeoera | 
f=) 
No. C-528—A square house is always difficult as regards exterior design, aieanche lst 
and it is no less of a problem to plan. It is believed that this house has no 
superior in the square shape. 
; eee LIVING ROOM 
In some sections there is little real need for an entrance hall. One soon 26x14 
gets used to the idea of entrance direct into a living room. An interior stairway 
can always be inexpensively treated, and there is some economy of space. a 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-531—This is the popular Dutch Colonial style, varied by putting the 
entrance in a corner. By separating the entrance hall from the stair hall, the heating 
problem is made simple and greatest privacy and accessibility attained. Beauty, 
utility and cost are well proportioned in this home. 


oe 
For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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FIRST STORY PLAN 


When the cost of building is so high, the very 
best plans are an economy —not expense. 


a W. STILLWELL & Co., Los ANGELES, CAT. 


No. C-532—This attractive home owes much of its beauty to its 
symmetry—the porte-cochere balancing the sun porch. It is a pure 
white house, relieved by the dark green planting below, and by the 
shutters above. 

The rear connecting hall joining the kitchen, living room, toilet 
and basement stairway, affords perfect accessibility. “The sun porch 
is designed so that the sash may be removed and screens used, on one 


or more sides, during hot weather. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 


A Good Home and How to Plan It 


OR some years after leaving college I was 
in the retail lumber and building mate- 
rial business in a Middle Western county- 
seat town. You wouldn’t think of this as 
4) a necessary part of an architect’s train- 

Tee 3] ing, but I learned there a great deal that 
an architect needs to know; practical things about peo- 
ple and the conditions under which they live and work. 

I came to know mechanics and contractors and their 
problems in a way that architects don’t always under- 
stand. The needs, aims, hopes, desires of average mid- 
dle class people, like you and me, took on a new mean- 
ing. I learned what it means to work, sacrifice and save 
for a home; and to stake everything on a single venture, 
with uncertain results. 


I found that Contractors and Builders usually are 
reliable men; often neighbors, relatives, or members of 
the same lodge or church as their clients. At that time 

‘they made most of the plans. Once in a while someone 

would make a plan of his own, but only a few ever sent 
away for architects’ plans. Everybody intended to do 
the right thing, and the houses were generally what is 
termed “well built,” yet, too often, there was something 
lacking; people seldom felt wholly satisfied, although 
builders did all they could afford to do, sometimes 
sacrificing a well-earned profit, in the effort to adjust 
differences. 


The trouble was with the system. It was too much of 
a gamble. Each Owner thought he knew what he wanted, 
but, except in a general way, he didn’t know, or couldn’t 
explain with sufficient clearness; and, of course, the 
Contractors couldn’t know in exact detail just what was 
wanted or expected. Each was inclined to make unrea- 


sonable demands and to blame the other for things that 
were the fault of loose, incomplete planning. Too much 
time was taken in building; there was waste; proper 


resale values were seldom realized. 

I believed that the weak spot in the building business 
was the lack of adequate planning. So, in 1907, I came 
to the Pacific Coast and began building up this home- 
planning service for the common benefit of Owners and 
Builders. 


I have stuck to house-planning because I love it. It 
is a creative work that appeals to the best in us, and the 
need is great. 

To build a home is the finest thing you can do for 
your family. You owe it to them to build it the right 
way. There is a right way to build, and a wrong way; 
what you get for your money depends to a very great 
extent on what you decide about plans. To plan your 
home is to build or model it on paper first, down to the 
last detail, so that you may uncover and rectify any 
faulty or impractical idea. 

You may have talent in the family capable of turning 
out fair plans, but there is always the limit of inexperi- 
ence. The saving never equals the cost of even a few 
mistakes. You need expert assistance. 

Of course, Contractors still draw numbers of plans, 
but no contractor is an architect. It is unfair to expect 
him to be both architect and builder. He can not so 
divide his energies and still do his best in either line. It 
is better for you to deal with an architect, and be sure 
that your plans show everything you expect; then you 
will not be placed in the position of seeming to demand 
unreasonable things. You should assume your share of 
the responsibility for the “rightness” of your home. 


[32-A] 


Builder-planning is just one of those habits of thought 
and action that persist long after the necessity has 
passed. Many builders tell us that they do not want to 
make plans, since they can get better plans at a reason- 
able cost. Many of them, for their own homes, buy our 
complete plans and material lists, and say that they are 
time and money ahead. So do not hesitate to offer your 
builder plans from another source. The right thinking 
builder wants to do whatever is for your best interest. 
He welcomes good plans. 

The outline plans in this book are too small for prac- 
tical use. They do not show the essential information 
and figures that belong to our large working plans. It 
takes a great deal more than floor sketches and design to 
make a set of complete plans. You can not expect any 
builder to build as cheaply or satisfy you as well with 
small catalog outlines as with detailed plans. 

It is always well to seek the advice of men in a posi- 
tion to know the ins and outs of the building business. 
Your lumber dealer and your banker, especially, have 


>—————— 


If Women Knew 


half the value of complete plans in home building, not 
one would ever consent to let her home be built with- 
out plans, or from sketches. You should not expect 
your contractor to use his legitimate recreation hours 
to make free or nominal cost plans for you. No con- 
tractor can do justice either to himself or to his client 
under such conditions. No responsible contractor 
wishes to draw plans, except as it may help him to 
secure his contract. Such plans are almost never 
complete. They are the most costly plans that a home 
builder can use, costly in time, money, beauty, health, 
leisure, nerve force, satisfaction. 


had business contact with many home builders, and look 
upon home-building methods from an unbiased business 
angle. Before you build, consult them as to the value of 
complete plans. 

It has been the privilege of myself and my carefully 
trained assistants to work out the home-planning prob- 
lem for thousands of families all over this continent. 
We know the requirements of all climates. Our detailed 
working plans are entirely suitable for all-climate use. 

We will make changes in floor plans at small cost, as 
explained on page 64. Or, we will develop individual 
plans, as explained on page 64. The cost of building 
and certain data pertaining to the plans can be had by 
taking advantages of offers on pages 32-D and 60. If 
you have any special problems, write freely for sugges- 
tions and I will give them my personal attention. 

Yours for better homes through better planning, 


Beauty Value of Complete Plans 


It is a well known fact that the cultured mind is more 
annoyed by a thing approximately right, but just fail- 
ing of rightness, than by a thing frankly wrong. The 


average contractor has not made a life study of the — 


fine points of planning. He works, necessarily, under 
the disadvantages of limited time and secondary inter- 


est. It is not fair to him to expect that he can turn 


out plans comparable to those drawn by trained 
experts. Line, proportion, harmony, etc., may ap- 


proach, but seldom attain, real beauty. Insure the 


beauty of your home by the use of good plans drawn 
by experts. 
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_ Leisure Value 


Expert planning insures the most practical and advan- 
_tageous arrangement of the all-important little things 

in and about your home. Nothing is likely to be for- 
gotten, nothing improperly proportioned or mis- 

placed. The time and labor required for the care and 
work of the home is reduced to an astonishing degree 
by correct planning. The right plan is a life invest- 
ment in leisure. ; 


Nerve Conservation Value 


' Work done with the least possible friction is done with 
the least possible expenditure of energy and nerve 
force. A well-planned home insures even, smooth run- 
ning domestic machinery, pleasure instead of drudg- 
ery, better health and sounder nerves with which to 
enjoy your greater leisure. Preserve nerve force and 
sanity by getting complete plans before you build. 


If Men Knew 


_ half the value of complete, correct plans in building, 
not one would consider the erection of any building 
_ without the best obtainable plans. 


: Time and Money Value 


With complete plans before him, your contractor can 
figure his costs more accurately, and give you a closer 
estimate. He will not need to add anything for his 


own protection in case of forgotten items, or for 
changes, since there can be no possibility of misun- 
derstanding any item on either side. He will not have 
to allow for extra working titme for tearing down, for 
rebuilding, for controversies, for time lost in wonder- 
ing just how you want anything done. He need not 

stop to measure and plan and contrive, for everything 
will be shown, to the smallest detail. Insure a fair 
and accurate estimate on your home by providing 

' plans from which it can be made. Know what you 
are getting. 


Selling Value 


A house a little off line, a little out of proportion, a 
little short of harmony, a little marred by patched-up 
after-thoughts, a little less than beautiful, is like a 
piano out of tune. It is never so pleasing, never so 
ready a seller as the well planned house of equal or 
less cost. Insure the attractiveness and desirability of 
your house by building it right, from the right plans. 


If Every One Knew 


half the satisfaction in a properly planned home, a 
home not merely almost right, but just right, no one 
would risk disappointment through the use of incom- 
plete, inexpertly drawn “free” plans. Such plans are 
the most costly that can be used; costly in time, 
money, beauty, health, leisure, nervous energy, endur- 
ing satisfaction. 
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ORDER BLANK 


Dated ee ees ae 


E. W. STILLWELL & CO., 


912 California Bldg., 205 S. Broadway, 


Los Angeles. 


Dear Sirs: 


material list for No........... 


with 
without 
and Exchange Guarantee. 


You may send on approval plans and specifications 


according to your Offer No.........--..--.- 
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Regarding reversing (turning plans over) and changing plans, see page 64. 
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Use the Request Blank 


on the Other Side 


It’s for your benefit 


and your convenience 


Prove to Yourself 
You Can Build a 


New Home 


Your family needs a new home. 
You should see it “built” on 
paper first.” 


Your Builder wants to figure 
with you. 


Let’s get together. 


We'll send our complete plans 
“on approval.” You show them 
to your Builder. 


The Builder will figure the cost. 


Your Banker will show you how 
to finance it. 


You will see how easy it is to 
read Stillwell Plans. You'll 
learn how starting in a business- 
like way makes building a per- 
fectly safe, enjoyable undertak- 
ing. You will see for yourself 
that you can get a better home 
this way for less money than in 
any other way. 


Mail 

Prepaid 

OFFER 1 

Direct by Mail. 
You are fully pro- 
tected against loss 
by our 10-day Re- 
fund Guarantee 
below. Send Money Order, Draft, or 
Certified Check, ce 


Parcels 


Post 
OFFER 2 


¢ } Parcels Post C. 

WS O.D. Present 
Pax rules of Postal 
PAS Dept. do not per- 
mit examination 
like Express C.0.D., but you are 
fully protected by our 10-day Refund 
Guarantee below. 


Airplane Mail. 
Wire if in a hurry. 
Airplane charges 
(at present about 
$2.50 in Chicago 
zone) to be assumed by you. See 
Guarantee below. : 


REFUND GUARANTEE: Under Offers Nos. 
1, 2 and 3, you may return plans within 10 
days of receipt and we will refund your money 
if the cost of building is too high or if the 
plans are not what you want. 


Express 
Examination 

OFFER 4 
Express (C.O.D. 
We will instruct 
the company to al- 
low you to take 
plans away for ex- 
amination. Express rules limit this 
privilege to six days, during which 
time your agent will hold your money 
and refund it if you do not wish to 
keep the plans. 


ya Py Bank mee 
af | ij] Examination 
al OFFER 5 
SK Bank Examina- 


tion. We will 
send plans through 
your bank with in- 
structions similar 
to Offer No. 4, except the examina- 
tion period may be extended to 10 
days, 4 


Lumber 
Dealer 
Examination 
OFFER 6 
We will send plans 
for customer’s ex- 
amination. Defi- ; 
nite promise to pay for or return 
plans within 10 days of receipt must 
be made on Dealer’s Letterhead and 
name of Dealer’s trade association or 
other reference given. 


5 
CONDITIONS FOR RETURN: Plans returned must be sent back prepaid and in good con- 
dition. They must not be copied or used in any way, except for examination and estimates. 
EXCHANGE GUARANTEE: We further promise, under all offers, that you may return plans 
any time within 30 days and EXCHANGE for other ready-made plans, or apply as full credit 


on the cost of special plans. 
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No. C-533—In this day of the small family, there is a dearth of large | 
two-bedroom houses for the servantless family. “These plans for a fine Colo- = 
. + . . . ™ 
nial were worked out as the solution of the building problem in one such case. LVINGHROOM 
: : =) 
A side entrance makes it fine for a corner lot. All the rooms are of extra- 
ordinary size. “The second story has a very large rear storage attic that is 
“ et 
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For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-534 
Alternative Plan for Design No. C-535 


Presented here is a new plan. A condensed arrange- 
ment for one of the most beautiful homes. In this case, the 
entire rear section of C-535 is cut off, the present plan being 
self-contained under the one expansive main roof that shows 
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in the cut, the “Library” only being carried out with a deck 
roof. 


Every feature of the first plan is retained, with the 
exception that one room is eliminated in the second story. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-535—This truly charming house has walls of light French gray 


with pure white trim. 


Interior decorations are Colonial. 


The plan is a bit unusual. The den or library room is in front of the 


dining room. A splendid feature is the vista through the French doors of the 
dining room to the living porch. The second story has three unusually large 
bedrooms. ‘The rear second story rooms could easily be eliminated if not 
needed. ‘This would reduce the cost considerably. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-536—This exterior is designed to meet the popular liking for a 
deep, wide front porch. ‘This porch work is all of wood, but the main house 
is of cement plaster on metal lathing. 


Every square foot of space is taken advantage of, there being nine large 
rooms and two baths. Large closets are tucked away under the roof slopes. 
The first story bath with entrance from the rear is a most valuable arrange- 
ment in cases of sickness or for the aged. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-537 


Alternative Plans for Design No. C-536 


As in preceding pages, a new plan is here compressed 
to come within the coverage of one main roof. What would 
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have been a butler’s pantry of a former generation, that did 
not have to cope with the help question, becomes now a 
chummy breakfast room. The kitchen, though smaller, loses 
none of its serviceability and, in fact, the condensing arrange- 
ment is more conducive to efficiency. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-538—Clean cut, simple lines characterize all the best Colonials, nites 


and this is especially evident here with an extraordinary feeling of homeyness. 5) 


WONT 


It is interesting to compare the advantages of similar plans, this with an E 
entrance hall and the one on the next page without. By pushing a dormer roof 
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out at the rear over the space for storage, another room or sleeping porch = 
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would be available. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. eee moon ses Ossett 
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No. C-539—The Realtor (new name for real estate promoter) who has 
the vision to lay out his tracts with wide frontage lots, has a great advantage. 
Wide houses like this one have a comfortable homey air that is impossible to 
get with standard town or suburban frontage. Deep back-yard space is so 
often unused that it would be better if lots were more nearly square. 


The idea of comfort that one gets from the outside of this house is 
evident inside also, the rooms being of good size. The rear entrance with steps 
leading to the main floor, and to the basement, is a splendid feature. 


a eee eee 
For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-540—This house has an extra compact, condensed plan; a kind 
that is popular where everybody wants second-story sleeping rooms. It is 
suitable for a 50-foot lot with driveway space. Or, for a smaller lot if the 
sunroom is changed to a garage room. 


There is a full-area concrete basement divided into four rooms. Larger 


bedrooms might be made if the sleeping porch were put out over the sun 


porch. 


Living Room 


Our plans provide for standard all-climate construction, double floors, 32 x18 


sheathing, wide siding, etc. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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laundry and storage. “This is a big-little house—an economy home in every 
detail, considering the many small features incorporated in the plans. 
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For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-542—This is one of the simplest Colonial types—the very cheapest 
to build consistent with good appearance. While limiting the plan to the 
space coverable by a low roof, we get one of the very best plans. 


The kitchen has one of the up-to-date breakfast nook corners. ‘The stairs 
are set back to be very accessible from the rear. Closets are extra large and 
the sleeping porch has a disappearing apartment house bed. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-543—In a mild climate the rapid growth of ornamental shrubbery 


and vines on trellises excuses the omission of blinds that are sometimes for 
effect and rarely built to close. 


This house, if the breakfast room and driveway are retained, requires a 


60-foot lot. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-544—This is a rather uncommon style of story-and-half Colonial 
home. It is particularly appropriate for wide, open country conditions. In 
this case the ground slopes to the rear, giving ample light for the basement. 
Second-story rooms are full height except in the dormers. 

While we make most of our plans suitable for cold climate conditions, 
we usually plan only part size basements for houses of such large ground 


area. Everything desirable is obtainable in half the area or less and the 
basement cost kept within reasonable limits. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-545—The traditional New England Colonial cottage style is peculiarly 
suitable when but two rooms are needed in the second story. Several very essential 
features are provided in this plan to make it a perfectly appointed home for the woman 
who does her own work. One is the dining or study alcove, an entry large enough 
for a handy laundry, a toilet and a down stairs room to be used for a play room, 


emergency sick room, office, etc. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-546—There is a growing demand for homes in which the inclosed 
porch is tied right into the design. In order to bring our plan for publication 
within the limitations of a standard 50-foot lot (allowing room for a drive- 
way), the width was slightly reduced, but without sacrifice of a single essential 
quality. 
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For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. i 


The first-story walls are brick veneer. 
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No. C-547—Here is one of the neatest small Colonials. It has lower 
walls, dormer and gable ends of wide siding painted glossy white, relieved by 
the unusual handling of the shingle surfaces. 

The plan has every possible convenience, a splendid living room and three 


ances good bedrooms. 
FIRST STORY PLAN 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-548—When a house has to be scaled down to a minimum there 
are still various ways to make it attractive. In this instance the two-story 
effect is brought out by the use of lid roofed dormers in a second story only 
partly full height. One of the best features of this house is the private side 
entrance that connects indirectly with the kitchen. This makes the stairs 
accessible in three ways. 
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For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-549—When it comes to really small two-story homes, it is hard 
to make them original and attractive without assuming a somewhat higher 


cost than for the same accommodations in a one-story home. ‘This one answers 
a certain demand of this character without a really prohibitive building cost. 
It is a type that would lend itself especially well to brick construction. 
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For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-550—The first-story walls of this house are solid brick; the second 
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For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-551—As between solid brick and brick veneer there is really 
little difference in cost or in advantage. In this case first-story walls are 


veneered. 


The light, ample intercommunicating halls make this one of the excep- 
tional homes. “The complete convenience equipment for labor saving gives it 
the split-second efficiency of a modern factory. When permitted, we like 
to incorporate these ideas in homes (even at a bit higher cost), for if ever 
work should be made easy and pleasant, it is in one’s home. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—-for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-552—There is no real reason why small houses should not be 
beautiful and planned for efficiency and still built cheaply. All agree that this 
is desirable, but unfortunately it is not given to all to foresee the advantage of 
using Complete Plans. "To produce best results with a saving of time plans 
are essential. “They will save all they cost and more. An honest builder 
capable of reading plans will bid lower and build for less if he has the house 
before him, built on paper. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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plans for little houses as for large 
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No. C-553—As a rule, 5-room arrangements work out best as one-story 
houses, but here is an unusual arrangement that is successful, both in plan and 
in exterior design. 


The Colonial entrance opens directly into the living room, the floor of 
which is one step below the main floor level. ‘There is a full basement divided 
into four compartments for laundry, heating, etc. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-554—The exterior of this house is cement stucco on metal 
It is quite similar in form to No. C-556, but the plan provides 
for a larger family. 


lath. 


The combination grade landing in the rear often makes a con- 
venient entrance or exit. “There is economy in the arrangement of the 
two baths, one over the other. 


Second-story rooms have pretty sloping ceilings, as the rafters cut 
the front and back walls at a height of 6% feet. The basement is 
about one-half the plan area. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-555-A 


Alternative Plan 


The second-story plan is the same as C-554, but the house is 
built of hollow. tile and has a tile roof. The cellar is ample for a 
furnace room, fuel and fruit room, and occupies but a quarter of 
the foundation area. 

Nore: Since room sizes are given as to area, it is necessary to 
get width and length dimensions direct from plans. They will be 
sent on approval with privilege of purchase or return, according to 
directions in the center of the book, Page 32-D. 
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No. C-555-B 


Alternative Plan 


Here is a reversed plan with second story like the one on the 
opposite page. This plan, however, has greater depth, which gives 
increased floor area in the rear first-story rooms and throughout the 
second story. 


For a house designed along similar lines, see “All-American 


Homes.” In this book there are two beautiful plans of much smaller 
size. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-556—This is a fine specimen of California-Colonial- 
Bungalow architecture, made possible by a site of adequate width. The 
corner porches are roofed flat with the open beam work showing in the 
ceilings. 

In the second story there is a 16x13 bedroom with walls 6 feet 
high at the low sides, the ceiling slope being about 3% feet. There is 
also a bath and very large storage spaces. “The rear half of the foun- 
dation is in basement. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-557—This is a pure white house with walls of narrow siding. 
It is planned to suit a wide frontage, and has the large bay windows to take 
advantage of the view. These deep sunny bays or alcoves are always 
appreciated when winter’s cold confines all activities to the inside of the 
house. 

There is a 10-foot width clear through the center of the attic that 
is about 5% feet high at the angle of the walls and slope of the rafters. 
The basement is about two-thirds the area of the house. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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To own your own home is just plain horse- 
sense—a long step in the right direction be- 
cause it starts you on the road to prosperity, 
and opens delightful avenues of contentment 
and satisfaction where your vision of life's 
possibilities is intensified and the joy of living 
is multiplied by the blessings that naturally 
follow you. 


No. C-558—This bungalow with low, simple roof lines, has walls of 
white cement plaster and trim to match. 


The plan in general is a standard 7-room arrangement, with rooms a 
little over-size. “The side porch has no roof, but roller shades are used 
for sun protection when desiréd. ‘There is a two-thirds basement, and a big 
low storage attic. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-559—Climatic conditicns of the South require unusual 
sizes in rooms and in porches, or galleries as they are sometimes called. 
This plan is calculated to meet Southern requirements. Any of our 
other plans may be expanded to similar proportions. 


LIVING ROOM 


' 254x172 
The help question, together with the present cost of building and BED ROOM"! 
furnishing, is already revolutionizing building in the South. “The en- 184 x13 
larged California bungalow, in its scientific planning for efficiency, 
reduces work to a minimum. The old-style method of heating by grates 4 


in every room is being displaced by the cleaner, cheaper and more 
effective warm air basement furnace. 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. ih 


THE COST 


A finished house is an assembly, or composition, of hun- 
dreds of parts plus labor. When you build, your home will 
be at least fifty per cent a home-labor product. 


Just what it will cost you, depends on conditions that are 
never average or duplicated—location, the site, the season, 
labor, amount of building going on, ete. You, too, have it 
within your power to control the cost to quite an extent by 
your selections, qualities, equipment, etc, and the grade of 
workmanship expected. 


The cost of the home you would like to build is not to be 
estimated offhand, as if it were some assembled factory prod- 
uct, complete plus ordinary marketing charges. Yet, when 
you are ready seriously to consider building, there is a per- 
fectly easy way to find out the cost beyond doubt and without 
expense. 


The modern Contractor’s organization is a sort of pur- 
chasing agency, employment agency and movable assembling 
plant. Naturally, one of the chief responsibilities of the Con- 
tractor is to be an authority on cost. In your own interest and 
out of deference to your local Contractor, he should be recog- 
nized as the one reliable source of cost information. We feel 
we should not step outside our province and try to forecast 
his estimates or bids when we can’t possibly be expected to 
know the particular conditions he knows so well. But we will 
help. 


Since it is essential that you know the cost before deciding 
on our plans, we have arranged a practical way. If you 
think a certain house is within the realm of possibility, just 
authorize us to send the detailed plans on approval for esti- 
mates. This is mighty important, because the most capable 


contractor in the world cannot estimate very closely without 
complete plans and details. Read DIRECTIONS ON PAGE 
32-D. 


Yours for money-worth homes through complete planning, 


E. W. STILLWELL. 
[ Page 60 J 


PROTECTION 


There are not so many dishonorable 
elements in the building business as many 
people imagine, nor do many builders 
make more than a living profit. But, 
there are many well-meaning builders of 
a limited or narrow line of experience. 
Also a large irresponsible class who think 
they know enough to get by, and are will- 
ing to take chances (because the owner 
pays for it). ‘These we may call honestly 
incompetent and careless of their own re- 
sponsibility and of the owner’s interests. 


Unless you have definite, detailed plans 
to figure upon, the temptation to yield to 
the lure of the lowest bidder or poorest 
estimator is often irresistible. Our com- 
plete and exhaustive plans tend to protect 
the owner against the one and diminish 
the chances with the other. 


On account of the ever-present compe- 
tition of the unsafe element, the reputable 
and competent builder should, for self- 
protection and the sake of his own repu- 
tation, insist upon expert plans from a 
disinterested source. Good plans check 
the irresponsible and incompetent. If the 
only advantage of such plans were protec- 
tion for owner and builder alike, they 
would be worth the price. 


PURPOSES 


To many the inducements of visibly 
better architecture; and protection against 
the more obvious evils of the building 
industry; seem the two chief reasons for 
buying plans, but there are other equally 
important reasons why one cannot afford 
to build at all without first getting the best 
architectural service. 


BUILDERS’ OPINIONS 


It is true that many reliable builders 
tell people they don’t need plans—that 
they are willing to do, for nothing, what 
little planning they consider necessary— 
that the architect’s charge can as well be 
saved; but these men are mistaken. They 
don’t know Stillwell Plans. Our plans are 
a distinct and special help to the builder 
as well as to the owner, even when tak- 
ing into account the likelihood that a few 
changes may be desired. Ask a builder 
who really knows plans and he will freely 
admit their value in his own work. If he 
doesn’t want plans, he doesn’t know plans. 
He may be a good, honest builder, cons- 
cientious, careful and all that—but he will 
produce better results with plans such as 
we make. 

The best informed men of the new gen- 
eration of builders realize this and are 
willing and ready to use real plans when 
they can be obtained. As house patterns, 
Stillwell Plans pay in a business way. 
Besides, they promote the best relations 
and assure best results alike to owner and 


builder. 
ARTISTRY 


If there were no other advantage in 
using architect’s plans, the assurance of a 
more beautiful home than the builder 
could produce, without the aid of such 
plans, would make them well worth the 
cost. It should be obvious that a builder 
is not qualified by training or experience 
to be a designer. Nor can it be expected 
that a builder can make a copy of a de- 
sign, faithful in every detail. It is equally 
certain that builders’ departures from or 
modifications of, design are usually detri- 
mental or disastrous so far as the beauty 
and hence the value of the building are 
concerned. 


PRUDENCE 


Many owners, while convinced that 
plans are a good thing to have—especially 
for some one else to have—are unwilling 
to pay for plans, and take a chance on 
the genius of the builder. They fail fully 
to realize that home-building is an invest- 
ment of the first magnitude and that ade- 
quate planning is the very foundation of 
every successful home, large or small. 
Unfortunately, there are very few plan- 
ning geniuses in the home-building busi- 
ness. Some can figure costs and manage- 
ment but that is their limit. Still that is 
responsibility enough for any one man or 
organization. 


A FICTION 


Our plans do not add to the cost of 
building; it is a fiction that architect’s 
plans make houses cost more. Costs can 
be partly controlled by the owner’s selec- 
tion of grades, qualities, etc., and the en- 
tire cost reduced to the very minimum by 
the elimination, for the time being, of some 
of the built-in features. 


BETTER PLANNING 


It ought to be evident to the prospective 
home builder (whether he is an inexperi- 
enced owner or an old contractor), that 
those who plan and re-plan hundreds of 
houses a year, talk to many builders, ob- 
serve yaried building operations, and 
make it a business to keep abreast of new 
ideas constantly, must certainly produce 
work of exceptional value. Indeed, of 
incomparably greater value than plans 
made by one whose chief occupation is 
building, who makes but a few house 
plans a year; and then only as an accom- 
modation, or to keep competitors from 
figuring with the owner on the same plan. 


WHEN SAVING IS LOSING 


Homes can be built and apparently a 
little money can be saved (at the start} 
by getting along without complete plans. 
But it is a “penny wise and pound fool- 
ish” policy. Complete plans mean far 
more than a floor arrangement and eleva- 
tions. The greatest wastes in the home- 
building industry are directly traceable to 
the hasty misconception that plans are an 
“extra” expense. Absence of plans, copy- 
ing from pictures, poorly prepared plans; 
all of these invariably lead to unexpected 
charges, waste in one form or another, 
controversy, more or less secret disap- 
pointment and a selling value less than 
par. 


PROFITABLENESS 


Plans are profitable in savings effected 
in time and materials; elimination of 
changes; avoidance of trouble and contro- 
versy; better arrangements; better in- 
terior designing; and last but most im- 
portant, better planned interior conveni- 
ence equipment. 


FAIR PRICES 


Now as to prices:—Though our prices 
may seem to involve a sum of money yet 
no intelligent person will consider them 
high if worth and value are considered. 
Time, thought, talent and capital have 
been invested in the drawings from which 
our blue prints are made. If you can’t 
afford to pay for plans, you can’t afford 
to build. To see, however, is to be con- 
vinced. If you have any question about 
value, cost of building or anything else, 
just take the simple step of asking us to 
send the plans you like best, with the priv- 
ilege of return. See directions, page 32-D. 
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me agewv a> 

inh, 36 & b 
C- 50 | $300.00 $380.00 C-533 | $100.00 | $125.00 
C- 55 160.00 200.00 €-534 100.00 125.00 
C- 56 150.00 175.00 C€-535 100.00 125.00 
C- 57 125.00 150.00 €-536 100.00 125.00 
C- 58 | 200.00 240.00 C-537 100.00 125.00 
C- 59 145.00 185.00 €-538 100.00 125.00 
C-510 150.00 185.00 C-539 100.00 125.00 
C-511 100.00 125.00 €-540 75.00 100.00 
C-512 125.00 | 155.00 C-541 65.00 75.00 
C-513 125.00 155.00 C-542 75.00 100.00 
C-514 165.00 200.00 €-543 75.00 100.00 
C-515 125.00 150.00 ©€-544 | 100.00 125.00 
C-516 125.00 160.00 C-545 75.00 100.00 
C-517 100.00 135.00 C-546 100.00 125.00 
C-518 135.00 170.00 C€-547 50.00 60.00 
C-519 100.00 125.00 C-548 50.00 60.00 
C-520 100.00 125.00 €-549 50.00 60.00 
C-521 135.00 170.00 €-550 75.00 100.00 
C-522 100.00 125.00 C€-551 100.00 125.00 
C-523 100.00 125.00 €-552 30.00 40.00 
C-524 65.00 75.00 €-553 25.00 35.00 
C-525 160.00 200.00 €-554 | 100.00 125.00 
C-526 100.00 125.00 €-555A| 125.00 160.00 
C-527 100.00 135.00 €-555B| 125.00 160.00 
C-528 100.00 125.00 €-556 65.00 75.00 
C-529 100.00 125.00 €-557 65.00 75.00 
C-530 100.00 130.00 C-558 40.00 50.00 
C-531 100.00 125.00 €-559 50.00 60.00 
C-532 75.00 100.00  €-563 50.00 60.00 
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ELW. STILLWELL & Co., Los ANGELES, Cat. 


HOW ARCHITECTS PLAN HOUSES 


HE first work that an architect does on plans is the laying 
out of pencil floor plan sketches on paper. Such plans are 
worked over and over, until they about meet the ideas of a 


particular client. 

Then, the exterior is designed; that is, the elevation views are 
made, and it is often necessary to revise these until they satisfy. In 
these preliminary or tentative plans a fairly exhaustive study is made 
of the project as to room plan, design and cost. 


After all the preliminaries are threshed out the real working plans 


are made. This involves the making of all drawings in pencil and 
tracing with a special ink. It means the making of many times the 
number of preliminary drawings, for now all the small and large scale 
detail drawings are prepared. 


For preparing plans and specifications, and supervising construc- 
tion, architects (regular and non-specializing—those limited to general 
local practice) are expected to charge according to the scale of the 
American Institute of Architects, not less than 6% of the cost of build- 
ing. The service, if conscientious, is worth it. 


THE PART PLANS PLAY IN HOME-BUILDING 


The architect, being a planner by trade, is best qualified to work 
out the Owner’s ideas. Contractors often do this when competent archi- 
tectural service is not available, or as a matter of policy, to insure 
landing the contract. However, contractors are constructors by trade. 
They plan only occasionally—just to get the job on their own terms. 
Contractors cannot, unless aided by architects or designers, make the 
kind of plans you need to insure your present or future satisfaction. 
They could not afford it even if they had the necessary experience, 
which they have not. 


Architects’ services develop and crystallize Owners’ ideas and 
correct errors that otherwise would go into buildings unnoticed until 
too late. 

Plans, good or inferior, are the basis of all contracts. Architects’ 


plans are the safest, because they make clear a hundred and one points 
that otherwise would go unmentioned. 


It is better for the contractor to protect his reputation, whether 
in the making or already made, by using plans from an architect who 


is not interested financially in the building. Such plans relieve the 
builder from responsibility for design and plan, and, being a complete 
set of building directions, enable him to figure costs more accurately, 
and to save much working time for himself and foreman. 

For the Owner, architects’ plans guarantee the very best results 
obtainable for the money. The Owner, through his architect, dictates 
the terms of the contract upon which the contractor must bid. Every 
point is definitely understood, and the Owner cannot be placed in the 
unfavorable position of seeming to demand more than he is entitled to. 
Contractors and Owners are, in general, equally honest. . . . But, 
third party (architects’) plans, clear on every point, protect the interests 
of both. 

After the house is built the good results of architects’ planning is 
permanently evident. ‘The house is not only satisfactory in plan, but 
pleasing and distinctive in design, a more pleasant home as well as a 
more salable property. 

A good architect is worth to the Owner 10% of the cost of his 
building. 
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BALCONY 


BED ROOM “2 
SD 


KITCHEN 
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No. C-563—When the last dollar counts, the straight-up style under a 
simple gable (or hipped) roof without intersecting roofs or dormers can not 
be beat. In this house, there is a side room that may be called a non-essential, 
but otherwise the house is on a bed-rock cost basis. It is true there are extra 
good kitchen facilities and extra plumbing conveniences, but a house without 
such things is as far behind the times as an automobile without electric lights 
or starter. Our Complete plans will help the builder save time and hold the 
cost down. 


NOTE - NET 
ROOM SIZES, 


©-sqrt 


FIRST STORY, PLAN ot 
For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64. 
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E. W. Stittwei & Co., Los ANGELES, CAL. 


Changing Plans 


E REVERSE PLANS FREE. That is, if your loca- 
tion demands it, rooms will be changed to opposite sides. 


Unimportant changes can be arranged by agreement 
with the Builder. However, proposed changes are frequently 
more serious than appears and should not be hastily decided. If 
in doubt about changes, be sure to write to us for suggestions. 
Use Questionnaire and Sketch Blank. 


One change so often necessitates another that a combination 
of changes may affect the exterior unfavorably. Having your 
changes properly worked out by us who are already familiar with 
the plans may be a wise precaution. We prepare revised or 
alteration drawings to accompany ready-made plans as a sort of 
supplement, as our original or master drawings from which 
blueprints are taken can not be changed. 


The small cost of this extra work frequently makes our 
economical ready-made plans virtually as servicable as more 
expensive special plans. ‘This may be arranged for either when 
ordering or after getting plans. 


REARRANGE One Dollar per unit of space. (See unit expla- 
FLOOR PLAN nation below.) 

REDESIGN For each view desired, the cost is one Dollar 
EXTERIOR per unit of first-story space. 

BASEMENT Special Foundation or Basement plan, One 
PLAN Dollar per unit of first story. 


A UNIT of SPACE means one room, porch, bath or stair 
hall. 


TERMS: CASH WITH ORDER, as this is an un- 


profitable part of our service. 


Outline Individual Plans 
: S THE tastes and living conditions of no two families are 


ever quite alike, many people desire their homes specially 
planned. Anyone can well afford to have plans made to 
order; it’s the ideal way. 


We design residences of every size and style. We render a 
complete drafting and designing service for people who have 
partly worked out their own plans or can supply a small amount 
of data. 


If you want your plans outlined in a tentative way, before 
ordering final plans, send a plan sketch drawn to scale some way, 
but preferably on the Sketch Blank in the front of this book. Fill 
out the essential data of the Questionnaire and explain any special 
requirements of members of the family that might help us. 


FLOOR PLANS drawn to the working plan 
PRELIMINARY scale of one-quarter inch to the foot, indicating 
FLOOR PLANS net room dimensions, locating windows, doors, 
OFFER NO. 1 built-in features and plumbing. The cost, 

: including Letter of Advice, is ONE DOLLAR 
per unit of space, explained below. 


DESIGN EXTERIOR DESIGN with FLOOR PLANS 
EXTERIOR as described above, and Letter of Advice. 
OFFER NO. 2 Cost, Four Dollars per unit of space. 


A UNIT of SPACE means one room, porch, bath or stair 
hall. 


TERMS: CASH WITH ORDER, as this is an un- 


profitable part of our service. 
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(48) 
(50) 
(52) 


(54) 
(55) 
(56) 
(58) 
(59) 
(60) 
(64) 
(67) 
(70) 
(72) 
(74) 


(75) 


(77) 
(78) 
(80) 
(83) 
(84) 


(85) 


Where French Doors?. (49) Where plaster arches? ...-..-2--------2-s-esc esses eseneeeenes 


Where colonnade or cased openings?.. .. (51) Where mirror doors?...-..--.-----------seeere 


Does your floor plan sketch give NET room sizes, or do dimensions include thickness of walls?.....-.<:-.<--<-« 


(53) May we increase over-all dimensions? 


Do you wish us to make changes in plan or exterior, as in our judgment would improve them?. 


In what ways do you want us to follow your ideas strictly? 


What amount do you expect to spend?...............- (57) Does this include garage and outside work?.. 

If we think this is not enough, what shall we do? ...-:..-.:s:s:cseccccssssecssserssesseteeeneencessnesnnsansecenssasanatasanecesamsensanenssss ee 
What can best be eliminated if necessary to reduce the COSt?........--s-c:-secsscsecseseesssereescertercaaeassnennnaannnenenssenee esses 
Wages of labor............----.--- (61) Masons............-.- ... (62) Plasterers . (63) Carpenters... 
Framing lumber..:......2:.::::-:::+---s0 (65) Roofing per Square... eee (66) Cement 


Sand and gravel.. (68) Lath and Plaster.........2.-.--:scse (69) Face brick 


Cost of inside finish woods in primary rooms?........-.-.-..-.-.----- (71) In secondary rooms?........-.0..:--seee 


Cost of flooring in primary rooms? . (73) In secondary rooms?..........-..- tec 


Check the following equipment desired: 


Draft cupboard (cooler) ?........-.-.----- Soap case over sink?.......-.2-..-.. Smoke hood over stove?. 
Ironing board in kitchen (or screen porch) ?........-----------0+ Size of kitchen cabinet or table?...............-...--- 
Wood sink drains, or tile, or magnesite composition?..................-Butler’s pantry or stores closet? ifi.2..AN. 


-Outside or front icing?.....0....00.-.-- 


Book cases?. 


Wood or steel medicine case? 
Pedestal lavatory ?.......--.------+---+1--e- Bath tub plastered or tiled in, or enameled front?...........-....- Ce) aoe 
Shower over bath or separate? ........--2-1s0+ Tile- floors ? kits. 20202.. Additional fixtures?..........2.....--.--- 
Do you expect to have plans made THOROUGHLY COMPLETE with drawings for most of the fore- 


going details? ... (76) To get them cheaper, would you have plans made brief, consisting 


of only essential general drawings, eliminating most or all of the details? ........-.2.-e: 


Will standard blank specifications (with fill-in spaces) be sufficient? 


Do you want special specifications? ...........-.----s..sseee (79) Do you want a material list?... 
What plan and design of garage?........-...-.---.-.- (81) One or two-car ?..-..2.:.- (82) " SizePeinnent...2is 


When do you expect to start building 


Name of Builder. 


Names of builders, real estate firms or friends who might be interested in plan books: 
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quarters for the help, storage, etc. ae : 


For Cost, see pages 60 and 32-D—for Changes, page 64, 


STILLWELL PLAN BOOKS 


ALL-AMERICAN HOMES 


A book of 52 homes of various styles. Forty of these are one-and-one- 


half and two-story houses Price ONE DOLLAR S P ECIAL 


THE NEW COLONIALS $2.50 OFFER 


A book of 51 houses of Colonial design. Forty-seven (47) are two- 
story houses. The remaining 4 are the new one-story Colonial type 
bungalows of six to eight rooms Price ONE DOLLAR Select any three 


SOUTHWEST STUCCO HOMES of these books and we 
Private residences, double bungalows, duplexes, two, three and four- will mail them, post-paid, 
room apartments especially suitable for the South and for $2. SO 
Southwest Price ONE DOLLAR 


WEST COAST BUNGALOWS 


A book of 50 one-story genuine California bungalows of five and six 


rooms, all comparatively inexpensive Price ONE DOLLAR CM AR ANTEE 
LITTLE BUNGALOWS If not what you want, we 


A collection of 75 lowest cost bungalows of three, four and five rooms. a] d 
Some of these have alternative floor plans, there being about 100 plans wt ref und. Your money 
in the book Price ONE DOLLAR es 


E. W. STILLWELL & CO., 912 California Bldg., 205 South Broadway, Los Angeles, California 


panes 


YOUNG & MCALLISTER, INC LA 


